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to Sinn Fein, and a very large number of Irish Nation-
alist young men, having engaged in the war, engaged
also the sympathies of their friends and families on
the British side. Nationalist members of Parliament
held the King's commission, and Redmond'sverygallant
brother, one of the most popular figures in the Par-
liamentary party, had fallen in a general action at
Wytschaete, in which the Irish division and the Ulster
division went over to victory side by side. There was
amongst men of good-will in the middle nation a new
attitude of friendliness towards Nationalists. On the
other hand, it was felt by many Nationalists that
Ireland's attitude to the King's representative must
change, and for the moment men of all parties attended
receptions at the Viceregal Lodge, The change
involved political risks, but there was no length to
which Redmond would not have gone in order to
secure the acceptance of Irish self-government by the
middle nation, for the whole of Ireland.
But it became plain at once from proceedings in
the Convention that the middle nation was no longer
a  unity.   Ulster  had  over  twenty representatives,
among whom were two peers and a couple of other
large landowners.    But  essentially it was a group
representing the mercantile and manufacturing in-
terests.   The ten Southern Unionist, representatives
comprised four hereditary peers.   With them were a
great land agent, the head of a famous distillery, the
chairman of a big railway company, and a distinguished
civil servant belonging to a landed family.   All were
members of the Kildare Street Club.   Their spokesman
was Lord Midleton.   The Ulster spokesman, Sir James
Barrie, was a merchant from Coleraine.   From the
first the Ulstermen made it clear that they came
there to defend their own separate position.   It was
recognised that self-government had to come, and
that the Southern Unionists must cease to have any
political power if left to themselves,   But the Northerns
made it plain that they were not prepared to become

